HITEC Retreat Munich 08/2026

The HITEC retreatin Munich, held from 18 to 20 August 2026, brought together 17 doctoral
researchers from Forschungszentrum Jilich and the Helmholtz Institute Erlangen-
Nurnberg for Renewable Energy. The retreat aimed to promote scientific exchange and
collaboration while also providing opportunities for social interaction and shared
experiences. The program was structured around three main activities: scientific
exchange through poster sessions, a hiking excursion around Eibsee, and a visit to the
Forschungs-Neutronenquelle Heinz Maier-Leibnitz (FRM ll). Together, these activities
provided a balanced combination of scientific discussion, networking, and recreational
experiences.

Day I: Travel to Munich and Poster Readings

After arriving at the Holiday Inn Munich - Leuchtenbergring, the group began the retreat
with a welcome session and brief introductions. To create a relaxed atmosphere and help
everyone get to know each other, the participants took part in a light-hearted warm-up
activity using Gartic Phone. The group then moved on to the first scientific activity, a
poster-reading session. Four posters were displayed at a time, allowing participants to
move around freely, familiarize themselves with the presented research topics, answer
guiding questions at their own pace, and take notes. The aim was to provide an initial
overview of the different research projects and thereby make sure a more focused and
productive poster discussion on the following day. As Munich is well known for its
Bavarian traditions, the first evening concluded with a visit to the Hofbrauhaus, where the

group enjoyed a selection of traditional Bavarian cuisine for dinner.




Day 2: Interactive Poster Sessions & Hiking at Eibsee

In the morning the participants gathered in the hotel conference room for the first activity
of the day. We began with another round of Gartic Phone, which served as a fun and
energetic warm-up. The creative drawings and unexpected interpretations resulted in
plenty of laughter and created a relaxed atmosphere before moving on to the scientific
program.

Following the game and a short coffee break, the poster session began. Participants
presented their research topics and discussed their work with colleagues from different
research areas. Since everyone had already had the opportunity to look through the
posters during the previous evening, participants were more familiar with the different

research topics. This helped make the explanations easier to follow and encouraged more
focused questions and engaging scientific discussions. Overall, the poster session
provided an informative and interactive platform for exchanging research ideas and
learning more about the work being carried out by fellow HiTEC doctoral researchers.




After the poster session, participants had some free time for lunch, with everyone free to
choose a restaurant or lunch option according to their own preference.

At around 14:00, we set off for one of the most anticipated leisure activities of the retreat
- the Eibsee hike. The group travelled towards Grainau, at the foot of the Zugspitze,
before starting the hike around Eibsee. The approximately 7 km circular trail offered
beautiful views of the lake, surrounding forests and the impressive mountain landscape.
We were also fortunate to have very pleasant weather, making the afternoon particularly
enjoyable.

Throughout the hike, there were several opportunities to stop along the lakeshore, enjoy
the scenery, take group photos and spend time together outside the formalretreat setting.
Some participants also took the opportunity to swim in the crystal-clear water of



Eibsee, which became one of the highlights of the afternoon. The combination of hiking,
swimming, mountain views and good weather made the excursion a memorable
experience. It also provided an excellent opportunity for participants to interact informally
and strengthen connections beyond the scientific sessions.

Day 3: Visit to FRM Il

On Thursday, 20 August, at 9:15 a.m., we checked out of the Holiday Inn Munich —
Leuchtenbergring and travelled by bus arranged by HITEC to the Heinz Maier-Leibnitz
Research Neutron Source (FRM Il) near Munich. We arrived at around 10:00 a.m. and
completed the required security checks, during which the identity of each participantwas
verified. After the formalities, we were warmly welcomed by Dr. Diana Sturz from FRM II.
Before entering the facility, we took a group photograph in front of the FRM Il campus. For
safety reasons, we were provided with protective shoes and personal dosimeters to
monitor radiation exposure. The participants were then divided into two groups—
German-speaking and non-German-speaking—to facilitate easy communication during
the visit. Each group was accompanied by two scientists from FRM Il. They guided us
through the facility, introduced us to the research currently being conducted there and
discussed potential opportunities for future collaboration. The visit offered an excellent
opportunity to interact with the scientists and learn more about the research capabilities
and activities at FRM Il. Following the informative tour and fruitful discussions, we
returned to the entrance and travelled by the HITEC-arranged bus to Munich Central
Station. From there, we began our journeys home. Overall, the HITEC Retreat in Munich
was engaging, interactive and highly beneficial for PhD researchers. It provided an
excellent platform for exchanging scientific ideas, building connections and learning from
one another. At the same time, it offered a refreshing break from our regular research
activities. Organizing the event was also an enjoyable and rewarding experience for us.

A group photograph from our visit to FRM Il is shown below.
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Feedback

“Very glad that | chose this particular retreat. Place of event was chosen wisely, with
sufficient public transport to go to and from hotel. There was this hiccup with amount of
placements for posters, however, in my opinion, it turned out well in terms of
engagement: rotation of posters allowed to read them more thoroughly and interact with
more presenters. Extracurricular activity, such as hiking and FRMII tour, were organized
very well. | would like to thank the orga team (Viktor, Saranya and Sreeshyam) for their
massive efforts in making this retreat this good.” - Anonymous

“l really enjoyed the retreat and can nearly only give positive feedback. It was very
comfortable that train tickets and the accommodation were booked by the organizing
team. The schedule was clearly communicated and especially the trips to Eibsee and
FRMII were amazing. It gave the opportunity to connect with the others and learn
something new. Regarding the poster workshops, it was useful to see other posters and
experience a mock poster presentation to get an idea, what might be missing on ones own
poster. The only thing | would have wished for at the end of the poster presentations, to
getthe chance to talk with others, what a good poster should look like, what we have taken
away from looking at the other posters. But | know that the schedule is tight. In general,
thanks a lot to the organizing team, it was a very enjoyable experience.” — Anonymous

“It was a quite good and productive HITEC trip, | learned a lot of different information.
Thanks a lot to the HITEC and Orga-Team who made it possible.” - Anonymous



